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1. SR 217 ; Senate Study Committee on Combating Chronic Absenteeism in Schools 

Final Report  GRADE = F (minus) 

  Same solutions and recommendations as the last 40 years  
Summary:  
8 change the law 
26 increase social services 
13 increase funding 
11 schools change something 
2 parents do something 
0 student responsibility 
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/higher-education-
affordability 

2. SR 311 ; Senate Study Committee on Recovery Residences 

Final Report  GRADE =   F    No requirement that a program works. 
Summary: 
More red tape. 
More tax dollars 
More personal 
More reporting 
No requirement that a program works. 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/recovery-residences 

3. SR 323 ; Senate Study Committee on Making Georgia the No. 1 State for Tourism 

Final Report  GRADE = F     (More government!) 
Committee Report Recommendations Highlights: 
- Incentivize employers with state policies to create opportunities for employees 
such as line cooks or housekeepers to move up to management roles. (No details 
on how.)  What state policies? 
- State should promote work-based learning to serve tourism rather than waiting for 
outside investment. (No details on how.) 
- Reform tourism taxes to shift more of the state and local tax burden to visitors to 
the state. (More sales tax?) Burden the low income and elderly so more? 
- General Assembly should explore state-backed incentives for events and venues 
to prioritize contracts with Georgia farmers and other vendors. 
- State of Georgia should legalize mobile sports betting. 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/senate-study-committees-document-library/2025-sr-217-absenteeism-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=807f1dd6_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/higher-education-affordability
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/higher-education-affordability
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/senate-study-committees-document-library/2025-sr-311-recovery-residences-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=4c452203_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/recovery-residences
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/senate-study-committees-document-library/2025-sr-323-tourism-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=bb8ad065_2
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- State &amp; local governments should consider investing in major convention 
center 
renovations or expansions. 
- The General Assembly should consider legislation creating a Statewide Music 
Office. 

(More government!) 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/tourism 

4. SR 393 ; Senate Study Committee on Improving Family Caregiver Services 

Final Report  GRADE = D 
finds recommends:  program aspects remaining the same 
1. Expand the types of caregiving services that qualify under Georgia’s existing Paid 
Parental Leave Program to include other familial relationships.  Like What ? 
2. Expand the Georgia Family Care Act’s 5-Day Rule to include additional familial 
relationships with all other program aspects remaining the same. 
3. Establish a pilot program to provide support for caregivers aged 65 or older who 
provide care to individuals with dementia. 
4. Encourage the state to examine the feasibility of establishing a Childcare 
Facilities ( Don’t we already have day care?) 
Program through targeted infrastructure grants for the construction of childcare 
facilities. 
5.   Encourage DAS to further study the difficulties or structural impediments that 
exist for  African Americans and other minorities providing caregiver services. 
Why any different than anyone else? 
6. Encourage DAS to collaborate with GDVS to further study and determine how 
Veterans 
and their caregivers can have better access caregiving services. 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/family-caregiver-services 

5. SR 431 ; Senate Impact of Social Media and Artificial Intelligence on Children and 
Platform Privacy Protection Study Committee 

Final Report  Grade = F 
Recommendations that Require, Prohibit ,Limit , mandate, expand , 
and establish without any direction or means to enforce any of it ! 
Our children are left at risk! 
I. Artificial Intelligence Systems and Companion Chatbots 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/tourism
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/senate-study-committees-document-library/2025-sr-393-caregiver-services-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=dc9a81f6_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/family-caregiver-services
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/senate-study-committees-document-library/2025-sr-431-ai-social-media-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=3c14bc19_2
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II. App Store and App Developer Obligations    (no enforcement ) 
III. Data Minimization and Privacy by Design and Default  (no enforcement ) 
IV. Age Appropriate Design Code   (no enforcement ) 
V. Education   Extend , Establish programs , Fund and require  MORE MONEY 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/social-media-platform-
privacy 

6. SR 474 ; Senate Study Committee on Higher Education Affordability 

Final Report  GRADE = F     Another taxpayer funded Give away Program 
state-funded need-based financial aid ; those who  do not qualify for the state’s very 
successful merit-based HOPE scholarships 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/higher-education-
affordability 

7. SR 310 ; Senate Study Committee on Additional Services and Resources for 
Transition Age Youth in Foster Care 
Final Report     Grade = C (minus)  Meetings and More Funding  ( A MESS ) 
Housing • Convene a meeting with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, advocacy groups, and the DHS Division of Family and Children 
Services (DFCS) to determine ways to enhance participation in the Foster Youth to 
Independence voucher program. Education • Ensure school districts are in 
compliance with enrollment requirements, including credit transfers, and consider 
legislation to address noncompliance; • Appropriate necessary funding for Senate 
Bill 85, the Georgia Foster Care Scholarship; and • Encourage statewide hands-on 
involvement with transition age youth in the Technical College System of Georgia 
and the University System of Georgia by ensuring that each institution has a direct 
point of contact for transition age youth on campus. Workforce • Convene a meeting 
with the Technical College System of Georgia and transition age youth stakeholders 
to develop a plan to address employment issues with transition age youth 
participation, including workforce participation of justice involved youth. Complex-
Needs Population • Review current reimbursement rates, delivery options, and 
supervision requirements for Advanced Behavioral Analysis treatment for autism 
spectrum disorder; • Continue current pilot programs screening foster youth for 
autism spectrum disorder and collect additional data for the pilot by implementing 
screening in two additional DFCS regions; and • Prepare for broad implementation 
of autism screening for youth in foster care and increase autism treatment as a 
means of prevention and as a means of cost savings for the state. Future Initiatives • 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/social-media-platform-privacy
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/social-media-platform-privacy
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/senate-study-committees-document-library/2025-sr-474-higher-ed-affordability-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=20de0220_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/higher-education-affordability
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/higher-education-affordability
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/senate-study-committees-document-library/2025transitition_age_youth_final_report.pdf?sfvrsn=90139126_2
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Improve utilization and awareness of the Fostering Success Tax Credit by 
encouraging all transition age youth stakeholders to promote a tax-credit 
infographic to be developed by the Department of Revenue; • Enhance exit-planning 
by utilizing technology to streamline online resources available to transition age 
youth and fully utilize providers to ensure wraparound services are administered; 
and • Work with federal partners to ensure that Georgia takes full advantage of 
President Trump’s Fostering the Future for American Children and Families 
Executive Order 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/services-resources-
foster-care 

8. HR 429 ; House Study Committee on Funding for Next Generation 9-1-1  

  Final Report  Grade = C    

More MONEY  & ADD MORE FEE’s AND WORKING GROUPS 
1. Establish a state-level 9-1-1 fee and a dedicated 9-1-1 Services Trust Fund for 

centralized collection and disbursement via a Constitutional Amendment 
2. Adopt a statewide preparedness and services-based distribution formula for the 

recommended state fund. 
3. Revise the current state infrastructure to prepare for the statewide launch of 

Next Generation 9-1-1. 
4. Appoint a legislative working group, including state and local stakeholders, to 

study the preparedness and services-based formula for state 9-1-1 fees. 

 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/next-gen-911 

9. HR  ; House Study Committee on Gaming in the State of Georgia  

Final report   GRADE = F  
 NO CONCLUSIONS OR DIRECTION ESTABLISHED 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/gaming-in-georgia 

10. HR 753 ;     House Study Committee on Affordability & Accessibility of Georgia's 
Legitimation Process                                       

       Final Report   Grade = F  
ENCOURAGE , CONSIDER , and REPORT  Never mind the cost! 
Committee Report Recommendations Highlights: 
- Legislate greater efficiencies under Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 19 of the 
O.C.G.A&gt; for   uncontested legitimation petitions. 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/services-resources-foster-care
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/services-resources-foster-care
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/house-study-committee-document-library-page/2025/next-gen-911/funding-for-ng911-house-study-committee-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=d55b4c7_4
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/next-gen-911
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/house-study-committee-document-library-page/2025/gaming-in-georgia/gaming-study-committee-report-final.pdf?sfvrsn=2af3125b_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/gaming-in-georgia
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/house-study-committee-document-library-page/2025/georgia's-legitimation-process/houselegitimationstudycommitteefinalreport.pdf?sfvrsn=d986222f_2
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- Consider mandating mediation in legitimation cases. 
- Encourage Georgia judicial circuits to establish legitimation stations to better 
assist 
fathers filing legitimation petitions. (Costs?) 
- Consider continued appropriations for senior judge duties to help relieve backlog 
of court 
cases including legitimation petitions. (Again Costs?) 
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/georgia-legitimation-
process 
 

11. HR 72 ; House Study Committee on Cancer Care Access     

  Final Report  Grade = B   FOCUS ON RURAL REMOTE AREAS 
Expand the Physicians Loan Repayment Program to include specialists who practice 
in rural areas . 
Encourage additional oncology workforce opportunities…in both rural and urban 
hospitals. 
Simplify Medicaid access 
Encourage the use of mobile cancer screening…in underserved communities 
 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/cancer-care-access 

12.  HR 558 House Study Committee on the State Board of Registration of Used Motor 
Vehicle Dealers & Used Motor Vehicle Parts Dealers 

Final Report     GRADE= D  Spend more money ! Give Secretary of State 
more power so they can have another program that doesn’t work ! 
seek funding for additional inspectors 
Establish rules and penalties 
Create a multi-jurisdictional task force 
mandatory annual training for law enforcement officers 
Increase the penalties and fines 
Encourage enhanced communication and collaboration between the Secretary of 
State and the Department of Revenue. 
   ; https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/used-motor-vehicle-
dealers 

13. HR 611 ; House Study Committee on Abandoned Child Placement Following 
Hospital Discharge  

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/georgia-legitimation-process
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/georgia-legitimation-process
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/house-study-committee-document-library-page/cancer-care-access/hr-72-final-report--signed.pdf?sfvrsn=719e906f_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/cancer-care-access
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/house-study-committee-document-library-page/2025/used-car-parts-dealers/hr-558-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=ef9ca465_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/used-motor-vehicle-dealers
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/used-motor-vehicle-dealers
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   Final Report  GRADE = C   ( Foster care ??) 
Ensure payors authorize prevention services to keep children in the 
home , Needs enforcement 
1. Revise the Georgia Code on abandonment and work with appropriate state 
agencies to develop a clear, unified policy to establish guardianship of youth who 
have been abandoned at facilities. 
2. Explore and submit necessary waivers that would allow for family-centered care 
services such as parent education, family therapy, and home visits to be covered 
while the child is inpatient to help families feel confident and equipped with the 
skills to care for their children upon discharge. Additionally, ensure payors authorize 
prevention services to keep children in the home. 
3. Encourage investment in behavioral health case management to help families 
navigate complex care systems, social determinants of health, and insurance 
processes. This can include discharge planners, parent peers, and care 
coordinators. 
4. Encourage funding additional discharge planners for the state’s psychiatric 
residential treatment facilities so families are connected with community-based 
resources when their child is released. 
5. Support the Department of Community Health’s in-lieu of services community 
sustainability model, which will provide a range of appropriate inpatient, home, and 
community-based treatment options for patients. Additionally, explore non 
Medicaid models that create similar stepdown options for youth. 
6. Increase the number of psychiatric residential treatment facility beds for high-
acuity patients. 
7. Create a data-sharing infrastructure between agencies, facilities, and providers 
that are responsible for the welfare and behavioral health services for youth for 
quality monitoring, continuum of care, and appropriate treatment. 
8. Leverage Title IV-E funds for prevention services in line with the Families First 
Prevention Services Act to support at-risk families, especially two-generational 
services. 
9. Explore funding options that reimburse facilities for the uncompensated care they 
provide youth who have been abandoned. 
10. Strengthen existing mechanisms and solutions such as the Multi-Agency 
Treatment Team, local interagency planning teams, and non-profits. 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/abandoned-child-placement#:~:text=Final%20Report-,HR%20611%20Final%20Report,-October%2022%2C%202025
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11. Encourage funding respite care for high need youth to reduce burnout of 
families. 
12. Reform insurance policies to prevent denial of critical inpatient care and family 
support 
services. 
13. Encourage increased capacity for transitional services for youth exiting care, 
including 
stepdown facilities, in-home services, and respite. 
14. Encourage increased Medicaid rates for psychiatric residential treatment 
facilities to 
reduce the utilization of Georgia beds for out-of-state youth. 
15. Hold facilities accountable for data reporting. 
16. Continue funding DFCS for costs incurred by youth with behavioral health 
challenges 
when Medicaid is not an option. 
17. Coordinate services for co-occurring disorders with autism and intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/abandoned-child-
placement 

14. HR  304  ; House Study Committee on the Costs & Effects of Smoking 

Final Report   Grade= F   
 This committee was a waste of time and money   
committee found smoking cigarettes is detrimental to every Georgian’s 
health….who knew? 
Vaping can cause a chronic cough…..Stating the obvious again ! 
Georgia ranks second to last with Missouri having the lowest excise tax on cigarettes 
In Georgia, vapor products are taxed differently …really informs a lot 
members self-attest to being tobacco users…there are medical tests that can 
remove uncertainty  
Georgia spending $250,000 under the Department of Public Health for a campaign 
to educate Georgians on the adverse effects of vaping. 
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/costs-and-effects-of-
smoking 

15.  SR 310 ; Senate Study Committee on Additional Services and Resources for 
Transition Age Youth in Foster Care 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/abandoned-child-placement
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/abandoned-child-placement
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/house-study-committee-document-library-page/costs-effects-of-smoking/signed_costs-and-effects-of-smoking-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=983b896f_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/costs-and-effects-of-smoking
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/costs-and-effects-of-smoking
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Final Report  Grade = F   Lack of central focus and instructions  
 Convene a meeting, Ensure.. compliance, Appropriate necessary funding, 
Encourage statewide hands-on, Prepare for broad implementation, Fostering 
Success Tax Credit  
Housing • Convene a meeting with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, advocacy groups, and the DHS Division of Family and Children 
Services (DFCS) to determine ways to enhance participation in the Foster Youth to 
Independence voucher program. Education 
 • Ensure school districts are in compliance with enrollment requirements, including 
credit transfers, and consider legislation to address noncompliance; 
 • Appropriate necessary funding for Senate Bill 85, the Georgia Foster Care 
Scholarship; and  
• Encourage statewide hands-on involvement with transition age youth in the 
Technical College System of Georgia and the University System of Georgia by 
ensuring that each institution has a direct point of contact for transition age youth 
on campus. Workforce 
 • Convene a meeting with the Technical College System of Georgia and transition 
age youth stakeholders to develop a plan to address employment issues with 
transition age youth participation, including workforce participation of justice 
involved youth. Complex-Needs Population  
• Review current reimbursement rates, delivery options, and supervision 
requirements for Advanced Behavioral Analysis treatment for autism spectrum 
disorder; 
 • Continue current pilot programs screening foster youth for autism spectrum 
disorder and collect additional data for the pilot by implementing screening in two 
additional DFCS regions; and  
• Prepare for broad implementation of autism screening for youth in foster care and 
increase autism treatment as a means of prevention and as a means of cost savings 
for the state. Future Initiatives 
 • Improve utilization and awareness of the Fostering Success Tax Credit by 
encouraging all transition age youth stakeholders to promote a tax-credit 
infographic to be developed by the Department of Revenue; 
 • Enhance exit-planning by utilizing technology to streamline online resources 
available to transition age youth and fully utilize providers to ensure wraparound 
services are administered; and 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/senate-study-committees-document-library/2025transitition_age_youth_final_report.pdf?sfvrsn=90139126_2
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 • Work with federal partners to ensure that Georgia takes full advantage of 
President Trump’s Fostering the Future for American Children and Families 
Executive Order 
 https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/services-resources-
foster-care 

16. HR  40 ; House Study Committee on Reinsurance for Essential Industries 

Final Report Grade = F  

 COMPLETE  WASTE OF TIME AND TAXPAYER MONEY 
The committee recognizes that the growing threat of weather-related catastrophic 
events calls for continued open dialogue and examination of potential options. The 
comparison of other states’ approaches has illustrated that there is not a one-size-
fits-all approach to gaps in the disaster insurance for essential industries. Georgia’s 
residual market data reveals that commercial insurance is in a healthy posture, but 
warrants careful monitoring for future gaps in coverage. The committee also 
acknowledges that certain industries, such as timber and crop farmers, are still 
recovering from recent storms such as Helene and applauds continued state 
support for those industries. The committee encourages further discussion on this 
issue to find innovative and data-driven solutions. 
 
 
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/reinsurance-for-essential-
industries 
 
BLUE RIBBON COMMITTYEES UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Blue-Ribbon Study Committee on 
Georgia’s Medical Marijuana and Hemp 
Policies 

Summary of What the Committee Did, What They 
Accomplished, and What’s Coming in 2026 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/services-resources-foster-care
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/senate/2025/services-resources-foster-care
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/house-study-committee-document-library-page/2025/reinsurance-for-essential-industries/reinsurance-for-essential-industries-study-committee-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=c86a21aa_2
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/reinsurance-for-essential-industries
https://www.legis.ga.gov/other-committees/house/2025/reinsurance-for-essential-industries
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What the Committee Did (2025) 

• Held multiple public hearings in Atlanta, Augusta, and Macon. 
• Heard testimony from doctors, patients, parents, health officials, hemp 

industry members, and law enforcement. 
• Reviewed Georgia’s current medical cannabis rules (only low-THC oil and 

edibles). 
• Studied problems with the hemp market, including unregulated intoxicating 

hemp products. 
• Compared Georgia’s laws to other states to identify gaps and possible 

improvements. 

 

What the Committee Accomplished 

• Identified major issues with Georgia’s current medical marijuana program: 
• too few qualifying medical conditions 
• THC caps too low 
• limited product types 
• long wait times and access problems 
• confusion between cannabis and hemp laws 

• Documented public opinion showing strong support for expanding access to 
medical cannabis. 

• Prepared recommendations for lawmakers to use in the 2026 legislative 
session. 
(The committee doesn’t pass laws — it provides research and direction.) 

 

What They Will Take Up in the 2026 Session 

The committee’s findings set up specific bills that lawmakers are expected to bring 
back or expand in 2026. These include: 

1. SB 220 – Major Medical Cannabis Expansion (Carries Over to 2026) 

• Raises THC limit from 5% up to 50% depending on product. 
• Allows more forms like vaping. 
• Adds new medical conditions and removes some restrictions. 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
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• Gives better caregiver access and out-of-state patient reciprocity. 
• Passed the Senate but not the House → automatically returns in 2026. 

2. HB 227 – Update and Clarify Medical Cannabis Law 

• Changes “low-THC oil” to “medical cannabis” in Georgia law. 
• Cleans up legal language and expands clarity for patients and doctors. 
• Passed House committee but stalled → eligible for 2026. 

3. HB 265 – Hemp Product Regulation 

• Sets rules for testing, labeling, and THC limits for hemp products. 
• Addresses safety concerns with delta-8 and intoxicating hemp items. 
• In committee → could advance in 2026. 

4. HB 496 – Limits on Arrests Based on Cannabis/Hemp Smell 

• Stops police from searching/arresting people based only on “marijuana smell.” 
• Tied to confusion between legal hemp and illegal marijuana. 
• Pending → could be discussed again in 2026. 

 
 

 

The House Study Committee on Evaluating Funding for Public Health was created 
in 2025 by HR 847 to examine how Georgia funds its public health system and to 
recommend changes for the 2026 legislative session. 

What They Did in 2025 

• The Georgia House passed HR 847, officially creating the committee. 
• Members were appointed and the committee was organized in spring 2025. 
• The committee held several meetings across Georgia in August, September, 

and October. 
• They heard from: 

o The State Public Health Commissioner 
o Local health department directors 
o Rural health leaders 
o Public health experts and university researchers 

• They studied: 
o How Georgia funds public health at both the state and local level 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
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o Budget needs and gaps in funding 
o Challenges faced by rural and urban health departments 
o How public health services operate in real communities 

• They toured public health facilities and reviewed presentations on budgets, 
services, and program results. 

• The committee used this year to collect information, data, and testimony to 
understand where Georgia’s public health system is strong and where it 
struggles. 

What They Will Do for the 2026 Session 

• Use all the information gathered in 2025 to create a final report. 
• Make recommendations for improving how Georgia funds public health. 
• Present these recommendations to state lawmakers in early 2026. 
• Their findings may influence new bills or budget changes during the 2026 

legislative session. 

Why This Matters 

The committee’s work helps lawmakers make better decisions about public health 
funding, which affects things like: 

• Disease prevention 
• Vaccination programs 
• Emergency health response 
• Local health department services 

HOUSE BLUE RIBBON STUDY COMMITTEE ON INSURANCE RATES 
(9/19/2025) – The meeting was 5:47 hrs. 
long and this is just a brief synopsis of some of the points brought up. 
John King, Insurance Commissioner was in attendance. Advised companies have 
left the state because they 
were not making money. The availability of coverage Is difficult to find. 
The state is still referring to Hurricane Helene and the after effects of claims. Mr. 
King advised that Helene 
resulted in Georgia’s highest claims paying over $34 million with 17,500 claims filed. 
All except about a dozen 
have settled with policy limits being paid. 
The competitive market has decreased. State needs more staffing with more 
actuaries to complete 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/
https://www.mountainlegislativewatch.org/
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processing claims, etc. Workers Compensation Insurance is best line of insurance 
but Homeowners and 
Property liability is a challenge for the state. 
Steve Manders 
→ Interesting fact: When insurance companies are requesting an increase to be 
approved, they show 
expenses i.e. State Farm – expenses of State Farm Arena are listed in their request. 
Rate filings in the state take 45 days to review ALL EXCEPT AUTO – takes 60 days in 
bifurcated process, to 
examine each filing, then it is sent to an actuary and then they negotiate rate 
increase. 
Extensive PowerPoint presentations were given reflecting the withdrawal of 
companies in Georgia, especially 
after Helene because it produced Georgia’s highest claims. 
Availability of coverage in Georgis is extremely difficult to find especially umbrella 
coverage. 
Legislator wants to see that insurance companies have some skin in the game to 
avoid them just folding. 
Mismanagement is not checked. Complaints for fraudulent claims are hard to 
define but fraud is adversely 
affecting the marketplace. Georgia ranks 3 rd. in fraudulent claims and Georgia only 
has 1 fraud investigator. 
UNINSURED MOTORIST RATES ARE GOING UP SUBSTANTIALLY. →No one brought up 
the fact that illegals 
may be contributing to the excessive claims made under the uninsured motorist 
portion of an insured’s policy. 
He also brought up HB 585 (dealing with excluded drivers) and HB 447 (fraud) which 
have not be in effect yet. 
In addition, some of the counties are attempting to use license plate readers to 
identify uninsured motorists 
but the cost may be argued to be burdensome. 
Insurance Coverages discussed were Auto, homeowners, property, umbrella, 
health, liability. 
Speakers ranged from 
 Josh Carroll, Macon, GA, attorney and President of GA Bar, who spoke of need to 
address root causes 
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of excessive amount of car wrecks, distractions, etc. SPOT INSURANCE (APP on 
phone turn insurance 
coverage on &amp; off as needed to drive car); bad faith, etc. HUGO INSURANCE 
COVERAGE – insurance 
follows vehicle (i.e. turn on day driving, turn off night and days not driving) PAY AS 
YOU GO COVERAGE 
usually in lower income areas. 
 Mike Kaplan, Macon, GA, Independent agent for 45 years, marketplace is difficult. 
 
 Michael Walker, Healthcare. Access for healthcare. Requested legislatures to 
support bill in Georgia 
giving healthcare companies incentives to entice people to get into the system 
through employers. 
Proposing tax credit incentives for businesses to offer health insurance for 
employees. 
 Jason Babb, Michelle Combs, Chuck Acres spoke on behalf of body shops for 
Collision Repairs and 
making law that calibrations must be done for all systems regardless of area of 
collision. Some 
insurance companies will cover. 
 Clarence Cox spoke on behalf of Motor Coach industry and the high cost of their 
insurance because of 
fraudulent claims. Expenses incurred for cameras inside and outside coaches. 
Urged Legislators to take 
action against the high increase in insurance premiums. 
 Roland Boehm, child mental health. 
 Bob Passmore, APCIA (American Property Ins Assoc.) who said that auto insurance 
is lowest expense 
of car ownership. 
 Bryce Rawson, Premium Tax Division who quickly reviewed premium taxes paid by 
insurance 
companies to the state. 
 Jim Thornton, Ryan Bowersox, General Counsel, explained premium revenue tax is 
significant revenue 
source for cities &amp; counties taking pressure off property taxes. 
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 Dave Wills, ACCG – County, emphasis was on timing of insurance premium act 
with rates reduced by 
about 11%. 
Issues brought before the committee by various speakers were: 
 Market conditions 
 Challenges of competitive rates 
 Staffing *** 
 Medicare Plans 
 

Georgia Blue Ribbon Committee on Election Procedures 
 
1890 – 1960 Lever voting machines -quick and heavy 
1960- 2000 Punch card voting machines – resulted in hanging chads 
Help America Vote Act of 2002 - drafted in reaction to the controversy surrounding 
the 2000 
U.S. presidential election. Verified voting. Direct Recording Electronic Systems, 
Ballot Marking Devices, 
Optical scanners. 
Hand marked paper ballots – 69.3 % live in areas using them. 
Small amount of hand counted jurisdictions. 
Electronic ballot counters – Dominion and Clear Ballot 
Each state must decide the following when judge the best method of vote casting: 
1) What is the voting culture? How do most voters cast their ballots? Early in-person, 
election day, 
mail. 
2) Use the same equipment. 
3) Where do ballots go for tabulations. 
4) Implication of diverse types of equipment. 
5) Where does the funding come from? 
6) Paper trail. 
7) Ballot adjudication. 
Election administration in the south. 
Funding challenges: 
1) Standardization is expensive. Leased or purchased from the general funds. 
Centralized or 
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decentralized way of purchasing. 
2) Paper based ballot trail. Grant money from state to the county. 
Problem with Georgia - single vendor for election equipment, which the state 
stipulates the local counties 
have to buy from and also have to take responsible for maintenance. 
 
Verified voting – responsible use of technology. Provide paper ballots with routine 
audits. Reliable 
evidence with a tabulating machine. 
1. Reducing reliance on technology. 
2. Less bottleneck with hardware 
3. Ballot on demand printing - ensures the correct ballot is printed for each voter. 
4. Hand marked paper ballots and BMDs are available at the same time. 
Evidence based elections. Risk limiting audits. 
 
Georgia audits – 1) underlying paper trail is not trust-worthy, 2) Lack of enforcement 
of rules, 3) 
misleading statements by Raffensperger. 
Storage of equipment not adequate in Georgia. Secretary of State says ignore seal 
problems and replace 
them! Ballot marking devices easy to hack. GA does not track complaints of BMD 
irregularities! 
Accuracy system does not comply with GA law. 
Images easy to add, modify and delete. Dominion scans are low-res b&amp;w and 
easy to erase voter marks. 
GA audit of 2020 was mishandled. Ballot counting ends up with duplicating of 
results. Not trustworthy. 
Raffensperger’s office has no cyber security expert on staff. Count matching is not 
being done with poll 
books. One ballot per voter!!! Need to keep account of ballots. 
GA has electronic polling books. Water mark on ballot stock. 
House bill 316 - It requires the state to provide uniform election equipment. 
Utilizes ballot marking devices and paper ballot system. Secure, Accessible &amp; 
Fair Elections (SAFE) – 
going from DRE’s (direct-recording electronic voting machine) to verifiable paper 
ballots. 
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RSA (risk limiting audits, every county audits a minimum of 2% number of ballots). 
Senate bill 189 section 11 authorizes pilot program to use OCR for verification 
starting in 2026. Little 
discrepancies were found in pilot program. 
Recommendation of turning OCR pilot permanent. 
Move to hand marked paper ballots with machine tabulation – means rewriting 
election law with 
additional hardware costs. Not time to augment change (July 2026). 
Options or change: 1) Speed count with QR code and validation count using 
readable text. 2) Upgrade 
Dominion Systems. 3) Move to hand marked ballots without replacing scanner 
hardware. 4) Completely 
new system. 
Recommended changes to the voting system be done in an odd year. Vast majority 
of GA voters in 2024 
had no problem with the present system. 
 
Billy Wooten, Election Commissioner for Chatham County excerpts: 
1) Need training. 
2) System changes need additional hours. 
Ethan Compton, election supervisor for Irwin County excerpts: 
1) Changes coming in July 2026. 
2) Procure and evaluate and deploy and train on new equipment. 
3) Educate voters on new process. 
4) Might need additional time so as not to be rushed. 
5) Not able to implement changes coming in July 2026. 
6) Not enough work done to comply with timeframe. 
7) Pilot tests and funding not accomplished. 
8) Best qualify with law. 
 
9) Taxes will have to go up to cover extra emergency voting costs. 
10) No clear directions equal moving implementation to July 2027. 
 
Voter roll list maintenance 
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ERIC (Electronic Registration Information Center)– dead persons stay on voter rolls, 
people move out of 
state without informing the state, etc., therefore rolls need to be purged. Strength of 
ERIC is secure data 
sharing, especially cross state, and earlier reporting of voter rolls in the election 
cycle reveals disparities 
ahead of time. Cost effective way of cleaning rolls. 
 
ERIC Drawbacks: 1) Don’t require states to remove ineligible voters, 2) According to 
a Judicial Watch 
white paper, states who are not a member of ERIC, have a higher rate of identifying 
and removing 
relocated voters. 3) Leadership seems to be a problem as founder David Becker 
used funds ($157,000) 
from the George Soros-funded Pew Charitable Trusts to start the organization. 4) 
Again, according to a 
Judicial Watch white paper, “ERIC has been far more successful at identifying 
unregistered voters than 
duplicate or invalid registrations, this seems to have been done in swing states. The 
organization reports 
identifying more than sixty million unregistered voters since 2012.” 4) States lose 
control of their voter 
rolls when they give up control to a third party. 
HB 397 which has not passed the House allows Georgia to opt out of ERIC. 
 
Blake Evans – State Elections Director 
List maintenance in particular: 1) GARViS (Georgia Registered Voter Information 
System) provides most 
driver information. 2) Data revealed only if a citizen. 3) Department of Public Health, 
someone who dies. 
4) Felon information from Georgia Bureau of Investigation. 5) Social Security Death 
Master File. 6) 
USPS change of address. 7) Homeland Security. 8) Probate and Superior Courts 
criminal information. 8) 
Georgia Registration Review Application flags individuals if any changes. 
Cancellation Mailer results from ERIC and returned mail and no contact. 
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National Voter Registration Act Of 1993 (NVRA) does not allow voter removal for 
change of address 
except when: 1) voter OKs. 2) failed to respond. 3) has not voted during the period of 
notice. NVRA 
constraints is antiquated and needs to be revised! 
More needed people for list maintenance. Many voters have voted in multiple 
states. Georgia Registration 
Review application for voter rolls cleanup. States that do not rely on ERIC, use DDS 
(driver records) and 
National Change of Address (NCOA) for roll cleanup. More data means more 
accurate voter rolls. 
 
Mark Davis – President of Data Productions 
Felony Residency Violations. NVRA forces States to keep millions of voters on their 
rolls who no longer 
live where they are registered. If voters change addresses and don’t register in 
excess of thirty days prior 
 
to an election, they have lost their eligibility to vote. Need to reregister. People voting 
without 
reregistering. Need to investigate but stymied by Secretary of State. 
Virginia law – if voters don’t update their drivers licenses it hampers updates of voter 
rolls. Easier to vote 
and harder to cheat. Send notifications to voters to update their residency 
information and give them a 
link to do it. Georgia infrastructure does not exist to do same day registration! 
 
GA Election Auditing and Security, Dr. Matt Bernhard. 
A risk-limiting audit checks a random sample of voter-verifiable paper ballots, giving 
compelling 
evidence to support the reported election results (or triggering a recount). “Verified 
Voting.” 
Need to verify paper ballot and not software errors. 
RLA – count as few ballots as possible and provide evidence for election outcomes 
with random samples. 
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GA 2020 election RLA – every vote hand counted. Found less than 0.01% change in 
the margin. 
2024 ballot image audit – do not look at QR code. Finalize to results reconciliation. 
Eighty-seven ballot 
discrepancies. 
Security is about defense in depth. Timeframe would be five days for post-election 
verification of scans. 
 
Garland Favoriti – Securing Georgia’s elections. 
Why don’t voters trust the system: 1) secretly counted elections, 2) secret 
proprietary software, 3) secretly 
preserved ballots, 4) secretly stored PII ( Personally Identifiable Information ), 
secretly given to a partisan 
group. Must authenticate the ballots, voters, and counts. State-wide system is 
vulnerable to attack at the 
sole source. 
Dominion stores encryption keys in clear plain database text, whereby a bad actor 
could retrieve keys 
with a simple SQL read statement. Dominion cannot meet state standards. Anybody 
can manipulate 
Dominion maintained and accessed by Serbian programmers. Has generic 
password instead of individual 
specific. Dominion is connected to the internet. Server files were modified after 
installation. Uncertified 
compiler can easily be hacked. Nobody responsible for cyber security. QR error 
found. 
Solutions: 1) end misrepresented audit results, i.e., counterfeit mail ballots. 2) 
ballot image audit needs to 
be a paper ballot audit. 3) get rid of voting machines and return to publicly recorded, 
hand-counted paper 
ballots. 
Thoughts on the above solutions number three: If you cannot get rid of voting 
machines, then make the 
software public. Why make software proprietary when the voting machine is nothing 
more than a 
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glorified calculator. This modest proposal is unlikely to get traction - because there 
are way too many 
people invested in election fraud - which can be stopped - but they do not want it 
stopped (see 10/8/2025 
Omega for America Substack). 
 
Voter GA explains why U.S. must unplug Dominion Systems now: 
 
1) Authenticated Dominion 5.5 server image can be hacked to change election 
results with just six 
lines of code. 
2) Inability to meet 2005 federal certification requirements because of unprotected 
encryption keys. 
3) Favorito also cited compromised password protection, vote count failures, 
allowing remote access 
to key components during elections, and national security issues related to foreign 
ownership and 
reliance on foreign software development, maintenance, manufacturing, and 
components. 
4) Tulsi Gabbard (DNI Director) announced evidence of electronic voter 
vulnerabilities and 
manipulation in an April 2025 meeting. 
5) No one in the office of the Secretary of State is responsible for Cyber Security. 
Finally, there is no practical, partial audit that will guarantee voting system accuracy 
in close races. The 
solution is a complete hand counting of paper ballots! Refer to SB303. 
 
Erik Christensen – Accounting and Auditing; Inherent risks in an election. 
1) Scan ballots more than once. 
2) Chain of custody. 
3) Ballots not scanned. 
4) Ineligible voter. 
5) Fraudulent voter. 
Internal controls, reconciliation, tabulation, compilation. 
Reports on Joe Rossi’s audit of 2020 Fulton County absentee ballots: 2.7% error 
rate, thirty-six incorrect 
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rows missed three times, compilation fraud, cover up, missing precinct ballots. No 
assurance that errors 
can be detected! 
The takeaway from how Georgia audits are conducted, is that “the most basic 
accounting reconciliations 
and mathematical checks are not being performed.” Audit needs to be the paper 
ballot! State election 
board needs the power to clear up irregularities, not the SOS! Counties (obvious 
conflict) should never 
count their own votes! 
1) Return to precinct processing. 
2) Reconciliation at the precinct. 
3) Post at the precinct. 
4) Care, custody, and control of ballots with the Sheriff. 
5) Signature signoff of results. 
If you have no control of the ballots, you have nothing. Who is responsible for what? 
Need to have 
uniformity. 
Finally, GARVIS needs to be replaced, as it ports all GA voting records and history 
(name, address, 
birthday, driver’s license number, and even your social security number) to the 
Customer Relationship 
and Management company called Salesforce, which is just waiting to be hacked 
into. 
 
Stewart Moraly 
Trump executive ordered states that a ballot cannot be contained in a ballot code or 
QR code. Action to be 
taken for any mail in ballots received after election day cutoff. 
 
Cody Allen - Voter registration systems 
Senior policy analyst - Council of State Governments Southern Office 
National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
1) increase access to registration 
2) Strengthen federal oversight to registration practices 
3) Modernize systems 
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Voter roll removal - 1) death, 2) written confirmation of change of address, 3) 
registrants request, 4) 
mental incapacity, 5) criminal conviction, 6) no response to mailings, 7) not voting in 
two consecutive 
elections. 
Georgia in line with the process of transferring drivers’ information the voter rolls. 
Georgia is top-down 
database system, (state to local). Voter roll cleansing shared from state to local 
government. 
Linking of voter information with other states on a daily basis. Monthly deleting upon 
death. Monthly 
update of criminal convictions. Five years for Georgia to judge voter ineligibility. 
 
ACCG – Advancing Georgias Counties- Cost and impact of early voting. 
Administration in small towns overwhelmed and cost is a burden. Low turnout does 
not justify cost. 
Adjustment to voter days is suggested to the size of the town, to save funds. 
 
Brian Allen – Vice Chairperson Libertarian Party 
Ballot access – prohibit third party to qualify for most partisan elections. Prohibitive 
because in order to 
be on the non-statewide ballot, you must collect 5% of registered voters signatures, 
and 1% for state-wide 
to get on the ballot. Paying a filing fee is necessary. Other states, even from the 
southeast, have easier 
access requirements. Forty percent of Americans are listed as independents, yet no 
independent candidate 
has qualified for a congressional race in Georgia for the last sixty years. 
Solved: 1) reduced signature requirements, 2) implement alternate qualifying 
mechanisms, 3) deserve 
choices on ballots. 
 
Rachel Glover – Associate director of the Georgia ACLU – Fair and equal access to 
the democratic 
process. 
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Slightly less voters with disabilities voted then did regular voters, (63% to 66%). 
Funding gaps occur. 
Vote by mail (absentee ballots) help disabled voters. Implement Senate resolution 
429 which removes 
barriers to civic participation for individuals release from incarceration. Increase 
training for elections 
staff on accessibility, increase access to vote-by-mail process and remove penalties 
for assisting voters 
with their absentee ballots. Implement same day voter registration, which is hard to 
implement. 
 
Dom Kelly, President and CEO of New Disabled South and A.J. Link, Director of 
Policy – Voter 
accessibility. 
Curbside voting – Voter needs to stay in their vehicle because of mobility issues. 
Possibility of pilot 
program. Secure the ballot at the vehicle and accompanied by a driver. Bill is SB-
377. 
 
Jennifer Lee – Asian Americans Advancing Justice – Advancing civil rights of Asian 
Americans. More 
than 5% of any county voters of a particular language should be required to have 
assistance. 
 
Dr. Janice Johnston - Roll of the state election board. 
Case management program for polling complaints. Active and current voter rolls. 
Over registered voters. More than sixty-five counties have more than 100% of their 
registration to voting 
age population. NVRA should be updated. Duplicate DDS NVRA make it difficult to 
opt out of voter 
rolls. Inactive problem. Provide access to voter rolls for free. Dominion problems: 
10) hackable, 2) 
disable feature (can’t count votes), 3) outdated Windows, 4) unrestricted manual 
entry features, 5) 
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encryption keys can allow the altering of source code leading to the change of the 
counting of votes 
(undetectable). 
Need hand-marked paper ballots – can’t be hacked. Need numbered voter list (who 
voted), not provided. 
Discourage absentee voting and encourage in-person voting. Remove ballot drop 
boxes. Excuse only 
absentee ballots. opt out of ERIC. Fix GARVIS data errors. Flag all inactive. Publish 
voter list. 
Establish an election court. 
 
End of committee comments – 1) The machines must go (obviously referencing 
Dominion). 2) Hand 
marked paper ballots instead of electronic tabulation.3) Get rid of QR codes.4) 
Raffensperger seems to be 
against paper ballots.4) Voter rolls need to be cleaned. 5) Little trust in the fact that 
Dominion was sold to 
a Republican. 6) Abolish State Election Board. 
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